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Notice to Long Term Care Homes and Retirement Homes Regarding Respiratory Outbreak Specimens

As per Public Health Ontario, in order for outbreak specimens to be prioritized at the Public Health Laboratories:
· Requisitions must be printed on green paper (if green paper is not available use a different colour paper. Do not use white paper for outbreak specimens; using white paper will delay timely identification and prioritization of specimens)
· Ensure proper information (including the outbreak number) is clearly included on each requisition
· Include clear identification on the outside of the specimen (biohazard) bag. Preference is a bright green insert in the front pocket of the bag, or a bright green sticker on the front of the bag with the text “Outbreak Specimens: OB# XXXX-YYYY-#####” (see template attached to this notice).
*Note this information only applies to outbreak specimens that have an assigned outbreak number from the Public Health Unit. Please continue to follow your regular processes for specimen collection and labelling for all other COVID-19 or respiratory specimens. 
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Your lifetime partner in healthy living.
Votre partenaire a vie pour vivre en santé.

myhealthunit.ca

Call Toll Free: 1-800-563-2808
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345 Oak Street West,
North Bay, ON P1B 2T2
705-474-1400
705-474-8252
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70 Joseph Street, Unit 302
Parry Sound, ON P2A 2G5
705-746-5801
705-746-2711





