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Whereas, the Ontario Public Health Standards require public health agencies to monitor food
affordability, and assess and report on the health of local populations, describing the existence and
impact of health inequities including housing and food insecurity; and

Whereas, income is an important social determinant of health that greatly impacts a household’s
ability to pay for the basic costs of living, including housing and food; and

Whereas, food insecurity and housing insecurity have detrimental impacts on physical and mental
health; and

Whereas, the 2025 North Bay Parry Sound food affordability results show that households with
social assistance as their main income do not have enough money for the costs of living; and

Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Board of Health for the North Bay Parry Sound District Health
Unit continues to support in principle the efforts of staff to monitor, raise awareness about, and
work to reduce health inequities including poverty, homelessness, and household food insecurity;
and

Furthermore Be It Resolved, that the Board of Health for the North Bay Parry Sound District Health
Unit calls on the Province of Ontario to strengthen social assistance by increasing OW and ODSP
rates to reflect the costs of living, and index Ontario Works rates to inflation as part of the 2026
Ontario budget; and

Furthermore Be It Resolved, that the Board of Health for the North Bay Parry Sound District Health
Unit provide correspondence of these resolutions to district municipalities, Ontario Boards of Health,
Victor Fedeli, MPP (Nipissing), Graydon Smith, MPP (Parry Sound-Muskoka), John Vanthof, MPP
(Timiskaming-Cochrane), the Honourable Doug Ford (Premier), the Honourable Michael Parsa
(Minister of Children, Community and Social Services), the Honourable Sylvia Jones (Minister of
Health), the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa), Pauline Rochefort, MP (Nipissing-
Timiskaming), Scott Aitchison, MP (Parry Sound-Muskoka), District of Parry Sound Social Services
Administration Board (DSSAB), District of Nipissing Social Services Administration Board (DNSSAB),
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities
(FONOM ), and Council of Medical Officers of Health (COMOH).



